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The graduating class 
of 2020 has missed 
out on many traditional 
experiences, as they 
remain home for weeks 
during the COVID-19 
outbreak. As Ohio Gov. 
Mike DeWine announced 
Monday that schools 
would not return this year, 
communities throughout 
the area rallied together 
that evening to celebrate 
their graduating seniors.
All throughout Ohio, 
schools lit up their 
stadiums and facilities 
for 20 minutes at 8:20 
p.m. on April 20, 2020, 
to celebrate the class of 
2020. While people were 
forced to stay inside their 
cars, some communities 
held parades and other 
social distanced events.
Valley High School, for 
example, lit up their 

school and stadium as 
cars paraded around the 
school parking lot. So 
many cars participated 
that what might typically 
be a 30-second drive 
took nearly 20 minutes 
to complete one pass 
around the building. 
“Our students and parents 
really stepped up. We had 
probably 200-300 cars 
in our parking lot, and 
the fire department and 
highway patrolmen led 
them around that loop,” 
Valley Superintendent 
Scott Rolfe said. 
South Webster, 
meanwhile, doesn’t have 
a high school football 
stadium to light up, so 
instead the community 
came together to sit in 
the main parking lot and 
light up the school with 
their car headlights. At 

8:20 exactly, the sound 
system played the school 
fight song, followed by 
an applause of honking 
horns.
“I think it was really good, 
not only for our seniors 
but for all of our students 
and the people in the 
community. It was nice 
just to see a face. Even 
though we were still far 
apart and in our cars, it 
was still nice to physically 
see each other and be 
in the same place,” said 
South Webster Teacher 
Megan Large. 
She said it can be a 
struggle to abruptly end 
the year the way it was 
this year - for students and 
teachers alike - and the 
event on Monday evening 
was a way to bring them 
back together and maybe 
find some closure.
“I think it’s really hard 
on parents too. A lot of 
parents either have their 
first senior graduating 
or their last senior 
graduating, and that’s a 
milestone for the parents 
as much as it is for the 
kids,” Large said.
One of the parents is 
Amanda Ottney, whose 
oldest son Brice is a 
graduating senior at 

Wheelersburg High 
School - where seniors 
parked in the lot while cars 
drove past honking and 
cheering with their cars 
decorated. She hopes 
that students will still be 
able to experience their 
graduation ceremony later 
this summer, but right now 
she said the celebration 
“It was really nice to get 
to see the community 
come out and show all 
the seniors their support,” 
Ottney said. “They get to 
experience something 
that probably nobody else 
will get to experience.”
Brice agreed with his 
mother, calling it a great 
experience.
“I looked at one of my 
buddies and told him that 
I feel like that’s going to 
become like a tradition at 
Wheelersburg. It seemed 
like everyone enjoyed 
being together. All the 
seniors enjoyed seeing 
each other there,” he said.
Similar events played out 
throughout Ohio last night, 
with more local schools 
such as New Boston, 
Clay, Minford, Green, 
Oak Hill, Paint Valley, 
Portsmouth, Sciotoville, 
West, and Northwest all 
participating. 

Communities celebrate Class of 2020
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Every student looks 
forward to graduation, but 
with COVID-19 closing 
schools and distancing 
people away from one 
another this year’s 
graduation ceremonies 
were in doubt. But area 
schools have come up 
with plans to continue that 
tradition with the same 
pomp and circumstance 
that students have been 
expecting -- just with a 
unique twist that only 
2020 could deliver.
“This senior class has 
been faced with adversity 
since they were born 
under the shadow of 
Sept. 11, 2001, and 
now they’re graduating 
under the shadow of 
COVID-19,” said Green 
Superintendent Jodi 
Armstrong. “They’ve 
certainly had some 
challenges as they’ve 
grown up and every 
child deserves this 
accomplishment of a job 
well-done. So we want to 
be sure we can maintain 
some kind of traditional 

ceremony that is sort of 
a constant with all other 
graduates, and yet adapt 
in order to keep everyone 
safe and healthy.”
While the specifics of each 
district’s plan may vary 
slightly from one-another, 
many will bring students 
in one at a time to receive 
their diploma and have a 
photo taken as a limited 
number of family watches 
from a safe distance and 
then leave the school 
through a separate exit so 
the next student may be 
called. Families are asked 
to wait in their vehicle 
until their student’s turn. 
Students and families are 
also encouraged to wear 
a mask as they enter the 
building, though students 
can remove their mask 
for photos. Some districts 
are also planning parades 
through their community 
to celebrate the Class of 
2020.
District plans have been 
approved by either the 
Scioto County Health 
Department or the 

Portsmouth City Health 
Department.
Many schools will also live 
stream their ceremony 
online for people to watch 
safely at home, and 
videos will be produced 
later with pre-recorded 
speeches.
Bloom-Vernon seniors 
have decided to postpone 
their ceremony until later 
in the summer, in hopes 
that restrictions will be 
lifted to allow a traditional 
ceremony. If they are 
not, the school will host a 
virtual ceremony.
Oak Hill already had 
its limited in-person 
graduation ceremony on 
May 6-7, and will host an 
online premiere party for 
the public to view online 
on May 15 following their 
community parade.
The online video will 
include pre-recorded 
speeches and music 
pre-recorded by each 
member of the band and 
choir individually and 
then mixed together into 
one ensemble piece. The 
district also provided each 
senior with a Viewing 
Party Box with everything 
they need to host a 
graduation viewing party 
in their own home.
Oak Hill Superintendent 
Marci Shepard said the 
community was very 
pleased with this year’s 
unique graduation 
ceremony.
“Parents walked in and 
their jaws dropped. 
The stage was set so 
beautifully and there’s a 

long carpet for students 
to walk down. I think they 
were just grateful that 
we were trying to have 
a moment. It ended up 
being so special because 
I would stand next to 
parents that were crying 
or cheering. It’s like 
every student or parent 
had their own special 
moment,” Shepard said. 
“Every single person 
said thank you on their 
way out. There was no 
negative feedback. It 
was all appreciation and 
grateful that we were 
trying to make this special 
for the kids.”
Shepard also credited the 
collaboration of school 
districts sharing ideas 
and working together to 
help make this year’s 
graduation as normal as 
possible in an abnormal 
time.

Schools announce socially-distanced graduation plans

Graduation dates, 
as of this moment 
are as follows:

Bloom-Vernon - TBD
Clay - May 24
Green - May 16-17
Minford - May 24
New Boston - May 15
Northwest - May 23
West - TBD
SciotoTech - May 30
Sciotoville - May 16
Valley - May 17
Vern Riffe - Aug. 21
Wheelersburg - May 23
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We regret to inform you 
that we have made the 
difficult decision to cancel 
South Central Ohio ESC 
Summer Enrichment 
Scholarships for this year. 
We feel this decision is 
in the best interest of 
our students during this 
unprecedented event 
which is filled with so 
many unknown factors. 
At this point in time and 
with the highly contagious 
nature of the coronavirus 
it seems prudent to make 
this decision now so you 
can plan accordingly.  
Although summer 
is still over a month 
away, we need to make 
decisions now based on 
the information that is 
currently available. The 
first deadlines for some 
of the program payments 
are in early May and a 
number of the programs 
will not refund deposits 
and/or tuitions. Some of 
the programs are trying 
to switch over to virtual 
classes, but we feel that 
students will miss out on 
one of the most important 
components of these 
summer programs by not 
having the opportunity 
to live on campus, 
interact in person with 
other participants 
and instructors, and 
experience life away from 
home.  
A number of you have 
already contacted me 
to let me know that your 
(or your child’s) summer 

program has already 
been cancelled and it is 
our understanding that 
most, if not all, Ohio State 
University “in person” 
classes and camps have 
been cancelled – and 
quite a few of our students 
were planning to attend 
programs there. 
Just to clarify, we do not 
have direct knowledge of 
specific summer programs 
being cancelled. That 
information will need to 
come to you from each 
of the summer programs 
individually. We also want 
you to be aware that you 
may still be granted OAGC 
scholarships for summer 
programs, but again you 
will be contacted by their 
organization about this 
matter. 
I appreciate your patience 
and understanding 
throughout this whole 
process. Please know this 
is not a decision that has 
been taken lightly and it is 
made with heavy hearts, 
but we are doing what 
we feel is in the very best 
interest of our students. 
We hope you and your 
family stay safe and 
healthy during this crisis.

Sharee Price 
Gifted Services 
Coordinator
South Central Ohio ESC

ESC Summer Enrichment 
Scholarships canceled
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To add items to the monthly SCOESC newsletter, or if you find a mistake and would 
like to print a correction, please contact Ryan Ottney, communications coordinator, 
at ext. 30263, in room 255A, or e-mail ryan.ottney@scoesc.org.

Contact & Corrections

Due to current circumstances, the SCOESC will be 
screening visitors prior to entry. Visitors are strongly 
encouraged to wear a mask during their visit.
If you are seeking information on licensure renewal, 
please contact Glenna Newman at glenna.newman@
scoesc.org to schedule an appointment. If you are in 
need of a background check, please email Linda Seth 
(linda.seth@scoesc.org) to schedule an appointment.
After our office reopens on June 1, feel free to schedule 

COVID-19 Policies and Procedure Changes
by calling 740-354-0267. Prior to arriving, you are 
required to complete the form found at the link below 
this message.
You are also required to bring the waiver found on our 
website.

Our SCOESC Administrative Team would like to take a moment to thank and appreciate 
our teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week. The last several weeks have been 
anything but normal for any of our students and staff.
While there have been abundant challenges and barriers for all, there have also been 
opportunities for innovation and heartfelt service.
Most, if not all, of our students have needs beyond the norm, and our teachers and 
other staff have gone above and beyond to meet those needs.
As districts and schools continue to address distance learning, provide meals, conduct 
required ETR and IEP meetings, etc...we just wanted to thank and recognize our 
teachers and other support staff who are working alongside their districts and schools 
to ensure that the education and other needs of students continue to be met.
Thank you for all you do. You are greatly appreciated.
From the SCOESC Administrative Team.Scott Holstein

Asst. Superintendent
SCOESC

THANK YOU to our area teachers!


